
When Liberian-born, American-raised multidimensional 
contemporary artist Bart Cooper showed a young man a 
picture of Harriet Tubman, she was unrecognizable to him 
by name. “I think that’s the Underground Railroad lady,”
he replied, confirming that he knew very little of Harriet’s 
contributions to American society. Bart then showed the 
young man an image of the Superman emblem and his 
eyes lit up, “Of course I know who that is,” the young man 
exclaimed, “that’s Superman! The greatest superhero to 
ever live!”

In “Heroes: My heroes actually have real superpowers,” 
Bart Cooper invites you to experience the first volume of 
what being a superhero looks like through the lens of 
popular culture, and what better way to do that than by 
paying homage to the most popular comic book 
characters and American history’s leading ladies of justice 
and change.

Each piece guides us deeper into the minds of these 
heroes, allowing us to experience their actual words and 
writings that serve as proof of their raw power and 
existence. He took these superhero’s powers and used 
them to move through his trauma, his struggles, his life,
in hopes that others can do the same. Heroes was birthed 
with the intent to spark dialogue and trigger an internal 
examination of the superpowers we all have within.
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Exhibition on view at 
The Banana Factory Arts Center

We are offering a variety of programs inspired by Heroes for all 
grade levels. From booking a school visit with artist
Bart Cooper to field trips to virtual lesson plans, we have 
something for everyone!

•   In-person school visits with Bart Cooper to find out  
    about his artist career and inspiration for Heroes.
•   Lesson plans for in-school learning that teach  
    students about Heroes and provide inspiration for  
    creating original works of art.
•   Field Trips to the Banana Factory to view the 
    exhibition, learn about Heroes, and create artwork 
    inspired by the show.
•   Afterschool enrichment programs held at 
     your school. 
•   Virtual engagement through digital lesson plans 
    and virtual gallery tours with Bart Cooper.

All Heroes inspired artwork will be shared in both physical and 
digital exhibitions through the Banana Factory!

Programs are being offered at no cost to participating 
schools! Bus funding is available upon request.

Programs for K-12 Students:

FREE Arts Education Programs 
for Students and Teachers

About HEROES

Please contact Lisa Harms at lharms@artsquest.org 
to book your program!


