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Zinzenplatz Main Street

Plaza 
Tropical70s Day

British 
Invasion 
Weekend

Brass with Class
12-3 p.m. 

(Cover) 
Stewartsville, NJ

The Funk 
Rockers

3:30-5:30 p.m. 
(Cover/Party) 

Lehigh Valley, PA

The Mighty 
Spectrum
6-8 p.m. 
(Cover) 

Bergen County, NJ

70s Flashback 
Band

8:30-11 p.m. 
(Party/Cover) 

Conyngham, PA

The Swingtime 
Dolls

7-8:30 p.m. 
(40-60s Vietnam 

Era Swing) 
Bethlehem, PA

Stefanie 
Johnson Band

9-11 p.m. 
(Country/Pop) 
Allentown, PA

Chasing Daylight
5-6:30 p.m. 
(Indie-Soul) 

Lehigh Valley, PA

Slicked Up Nines
5:30-8:30 p.m. 

(Jazz) 
Lehigh Valley, PA

Cisco PL and The 
Sound Benders 

6:30-8 p.m. 
(Rock/Blues) 

Ithaca, NY

Atlassian 
8:30-10:30 p.m. 

(Indie-Rock) 
Bethlehem, PA

Tess Becket
12-1 p.m. 
(Singer/

Songwriter) 
York, PA

Kenzie Lynn
1:30-2:30 p.m. 

(Singer/
Songwriter) 

Nashville, TN

Pentley Holmes
3-4 p.m. 
(Blues) 

Easton, PA

Joe Miralles Trio
4:30-6 p.m. 

(Rock) 
Philadelphia, PA

Easton School of 
Rock: The Bank 

Street Band
12-3 p.m. 

(Community 
Group) 

Easton, PA

M3
3:30-5 p.m. 
(Community 

Group) 
Abington, PA

Heather Maloney
5:30-6:30 p.m. 

(Pop/Folk) 
Northampton, MA

Fabry Orihuela
7-8:30 p.m. 
(Caribbean) 

Northampton, PA

Movement Moves 
Media Presents: 
Sin Limite with 

BezMusiq ft. 
Hommy FA
9-11 p.m. 

(Latin) 
Allentown, PA

The Britles: 
A Tribute to 
The Beatles

6-7 p.m. 
(Tribute) 

Pittstown, NJ 

The Truants
7:30-9 p.m. 

(Tribute) 
New York, NY

The Brit Pack 
9:30-11 p.m. 

(Tribute) 
NYC, NY

Brain Damage: 
A Tribute to 
Pink Floyd
9-11 p.m. 
(Tribute) 

Deptford, NJ

Bekah Elaine 
& SoundEVR
5-6:30 p.m. 

(Soul) 
Philadelphia, PA

Koyal
7-8:30 p.m. 
(Indie-Pop) 

Los Angeles, CA
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SPORTS
LHS duo wins

tennis gold

See A7

FOCUS
Box Tops

at the State

See B1

Celebrating
our 21st yea

r serving our communities
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PEOPLE SAY
BY DANA GRUBB

PEOPLE SAY

Continues on A2

Which exotic animal

would you like to have

as a pet?

USA Today has announced that Bethle-

hem’s Main Street is the best in the coun-

try for the second consecutive year. USA

Today Editor Maggie Tyner wrote, “These

nominations were carefully curated by a

panel of subject matter experts and USA

TODAY 10 BEST editors before being vot-

ed on by the public, so you’ve earned some

serious bragging rights!”

Historic Hotel Bethlehem’s General

Manager Kelly Ronalds said, “Our local

community already knows Bethlehem’s

star shines brighter than any other but

it’s great to see that message make its way

across the country,” The hotel’s market-

ing team created a campaign to support

this year’s Best Main Street competition.

The “Our Star Shines All Year Round”

initiative demonstrated that while Bethle-

hem is well-known as a Christmas desti-

nation, there are great reasons to visit all

year long.
Senior Vice President for Bethlehem

Initiatives at the Greater Lehigh Valley

Bethlehem has ‘Best Main
Street’ for seco

nd year

USA TODAY

LEHIGH CO.

BY TABITHA SCHADE

Special to The Press

The Lehigh County

Board of Commissioners

met 7:30 p.m. April 8 for

the first bimonthly meet-

ing in April.

Commissioner Zach

Cole-Borghi was absent

from the meeting, and

the eight commissioners

in attendance approved

the meeting minutes

from the March 25 board

meeting without com-

ment or question.

One citizen took to the

podium with the request

for a focused evaluation

of property taxes and

affordability within the

county to accompany Bill

2026-12.
The aforementioned

bill was approved during

the March 25 meeting

and establishes an an-

nual conversation and

report regarding the po-

tential for reassessment.

Moving into the

regularly scheduled

items on the agenda for

the evening, Briana M.

Gaumer was successfully

appointed to the Aging

and Adult Services Advi-

sory Council with a term

expiring Dec. 31, 2029.

Ara Barlieb was also

reappointed to serve on

the same Council for

another term.

Vicky Kistler received

a positive recommen-

dation and her appoint-

ment to the Lehigh and

Northampton Trans-

portation Authority

was confirmed with no

opposition.

Split over

juvenile

detention

center

Boscola Announces Over

$1.7 Million in State Grants for

Violence Prevention Programs

Senator Lisa Boscola has

announced that $1,719,606

in state funding has been

awarded today to five non-

profit organizations serving

Northampton County through

the FY 25-26 Violence Interven-

tion & Prevention (VIP) Grant

Programs.
“This state funding will

enhance efforts to provide

important violence prevention

programming that will benefit

young people,” Boscola stated.

“These grant funds will fund

programs that will improve

academic performance and

social skills and also provide

opportunities for young people

to have fun in a safe setting.

Without these programs many

children would be unsuper-

vised and there would be a

much higher risk of engaging

in risky behaviors.”

The grants were awarded as

followed:
• Greater Easton Develop-

Boscola annou
nces $1.7M for violence pr

evention

PRESS PHOTOS BY NATE JASTRZEMSKI

The Bethlehem Cherry Blossom Festival and
Lehigh Valley Book

Festival Day
made for a beautiful

dual event a
t the Bethlehem Area Public Library March 28. Though

the book festival was
held at

libraries Valley-wide,
hundreds came for annual re

flection of Japanese
culture at the Tondabayash

i

Garden. Abo
ve: Tradition

al drummers of Iroha Taiko, a drumming group from Lyons, enter
tains a

crowd of about 400
, filling the clear afterno

on air with staccato beats from Japan.

Left: Jo Sieger and Matthew Weinsteiger, d
rummers with Iroha Taiko, take a break to enjoy their

audience. “T
his is the biggest Che

rry Blossom
festival we play at,” said Weinsteiger. “

This is a

great turnou
t.” Center: Among a number of local

authors, Pho
enix Ward of Philadelph

ia introduces

visitors to the first book of his fantasy serie
s, “Sins of the Fire,” which he says is about failure

and forgiveness.
The second young adult advent

ure book, “Purga
torio,” is now out. Right: R

ead-

ing resident and
author Laure

l Radzieski,
owner of Eat

More Poems, displays her new book, “Leaf

Manifesto,” described as “a guide to treehood for anyone interested in being a tree, being a wom-

an, or being
alive.” Radzieski’s

also has more physical exp
eriments with poetry, score

d on wood

and words on labeled blocks.

See LEHIGH on Page A2

See BEST on Page A2

See GRANT on Page A2

“A chinchilla.”

Jen Smith

Davie, FL

“I have a gecko and a

frog.”
Veronica Demarest

Bethlehem

RESERVE NOW
RESERVE NOW

JeJeffffersonC
lassic.comersonClass

ic.com Players sub
ject to appear.

PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS

THE SEASONOF LEGENDS

LEADS HERE.

Lehigh Country Cl
ub | Sept. 28–O

ct. 4, 2026

More heart

specialists,

right where

you need

them.

CELEBRATING 250 YEARS OF AMERICAN FREEDOM!

Bethlehem Press • Catasauqua Press • east Penn Press • northamPton Press  
 northwestern Press • Parkland Press • salisBury Press • whitehall-CoPlay Press

PROUD 
SUPPORTING 
SPONSOR OF

Bacardi
Plaza Tropical 

The United States Army
Service Electric Festplatz 

Yuengling Experience
Yuengling Lagerplatz

Cast In Bronze 
Handwerkplatz 

5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m.
70’s Day 

Service Electric Festplatz 
12-11 p.m.

British Invasion Weekend 
PNC Stadtplatz 

6-11 p.m.
Standup Comedy Shows 

ComedyPlatz - The Ice House 
8 p.m.

Vesper Concert Series 
Central Moravian Church 

Telos Consort 
5:30 p.m.

STREET PERFORMERS 
Cate Great 
Main Street

12 p.m.
The Flaming Ginger 

Main Street 
1 p.m.

Orbital Drums 
Main Street 

6:30 p.m.
Big Easy Easton Brass Band 

Main Street 
7 p.m.

Lolly Hopwood 
Familienplatz 

6 p.m.

I LOVE NY 
Service Electric Festplatz

Oreo 
Service Electric Festplatz

SCAN HERE 
for schedule

Activities
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NORTH SIDENORTH SIDE
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