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A Letter from the President
There is little doubt 2015 was a very successful year for 
ArtsQuest and our community. From adding new educational 
programs and community initiatives like the Urban Street 
Art Festival and ‘Greatest Generation’ Veterans Day event 
at SteelStacks, to setting a new attendance record at 
Christkindlmarkt, the year was marked by many ‘firsts’ and 
milestones. 

At the heart of ArtsQuest’s mission as a community-based 
nonprofit arts organization is a strong commitment to 
increasing access to the arts and developing programing that 
aids in economic development and tourism in our region. Since 
opening SteelStacks in 2011, we’ve focused on identifying 
gaps in programming in our community and developing 
creative partnerships that have helped us to fill those needs, 
resulting in new cultural events, educational programs and 
classes for all ages. And, as an added benefit, we’re helping to 
attract growing numbers of out-of-town visitors to Bethlehem 
and the Lehigh Valley. 

From 2011–15, ArtsQuest presented more than 1,500 concerts 
at SteelStacks alone, with 66 percent of these shows free 
to attend, drawing visitors from near and far to the city 
while providing opportunities for local artists to support their 
livelihood. We have also offered more than 700 films and 650 
comedy shows at the ArtsQuest Center, attracting 230,000 
visitors, and hosted all or parts of a dozen festivals on the 
former steel site. 

In addition to attracting tourists and bringing our community 
together through the arts, we’ve enhanced our efforts to 
provide unique educational experiences for our students. 
Thanks to programs like the Banana Factory’s B-Smart after-
school enrichment program for middle school students; the 
Marketing Musikfest class at Bethlehem area high schools; 
and the ArtsQuest scholarship program, which helps to provide 
free visual arts classes to children and families in-need, we’ve 
been able to create dozens of new opportunities for young 
people to learn through the arts.  

Today, our arts programming at SteelStacks and the Banana 
Factory touches the lives of more than 35,000 children annually. 
And, I’m proud to say, ArtsQuest is looking to create additional 
educational programs for our community in the years to come 
now that we have added the first Director of Education & 
Outreach thanks to the support of two generous donors.

From the economic development perspective, we are starting 
to see some strong signs that the work we are collectively 
doing is having a positive effect on our community. Just a few 
examples include the opening of St. Stanislaus Artist Housing 
Development on the SouthSide; the new Social Still, the first 
project completed as part of the city’s CRIZ zone; and the 
opening of the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts, 
which relocated to the city’s SouthSide, in large part, so it 
could be close to the creative environment of SteelStacks. 

Another strong indicator that our work is having a profound 
impact on our community is the growth in hotel occupancy 
rates in Northampton County over the past three years. From 
2012–14, the annual occupancy rate rose from 65 to more than 
75 percent, an increase of 15 percent.  

Thanks to the tremendous growth in programming at 
SteelStacks over the past four years, annual attendance at the 
site has increased steadily, with more than 800,000 people 
visiting the campus in 2015. Combined, our programming now 
has a total economic impact of $117 million on Bethlehem and 
the Lehigh Valley, while touching the lives of more than 1.8 
million people annually. 

And while it’s this same programming that grabs most of the 
headlines, the real story in all this is how our community has 
rallied behind our city and our organization over the past few 
years. Thanks to the support of ArtsQuest’s 2,500 supporting 
members, 2,000 volunteers, 175 corporate partners and 
hundreds of community partners, our organization is able to 
not only add new programming for our community every year, 
but also continue to draw more and more people to our city 
and our region.

We are excited to continue our journey together with all of 
you, creating new opportunities to shine the spotlight on 
our community and providing new ways for everyone to 
experience the arts. Thank you for all of your support this past 
year and every year – your dedication and hard work have 
made our city and our region one of the best places in the 
nation to live, work and play!

Sincerely,

Kassie Hilgert

ArtsQuest President and CEO



Education and Outreach
In 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King helped organize the historic 
Civil Rights marches from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., 
highlighting racial inequality in the South and paving the 
way for the passage of the landmark Voting Rights Act 
prohibiting discrimination in voting.

On Jan. 19, 2015 — Martin Luther King Day — ArtsQuest’s 
Frank Banko Alehouse Cinemas presented free student 
screenings of the Oscar-nominated Selma, with nearly 
550 people coming out to see the film. Following the 
screenings, 100 guests stayed to engage in a discussion 
led by Social Justice Educators Sharon A. Brown, Camilla 
Greene and Dr. Deborah Appler. The evening touched the 
lives of young and old alike, while shining the spotlight on 
an important time in our nation’s history.  

“Offering free screenings on films such as Selma 
educates audiences and engages them in learning about 
topics that affect us as a society,” says Felicite Gibson, 
who organized the discussion along with Stephanie 
Floyd Brooks. “Holding discussion groups allows people 
to share multiple perspectives of such a pivotal period 
in American history and empowers them to get involved 
with current issues.”

The free Selma screenings are an example of the 
many ways ArtsQuest tries to provide unique arts and 
educational experiences for area residents throughout 
the year. In 2015, more than 10,000 people benefitted 
from the nonprofit’s educational experiences through 
diverse programming like:

Faces of the SouthSide
Pairing middle school students with a professional 
photographer to learn photography and job skills, this program 
helps participants celebrate their lives and cultures through 
photographing family, friends and neighbors.

B-Smart Afterschool Enrichment Program
This unique afterschool program delivers quality arts 
education programming to more than 200 Bethlehem Area 
School District middle school students throughout the year. 

Artists Among Us
This educational series, showcasing renowned artists from the 
Lehigh Valley region, returned in October with a presentation 
by broadcast news pioneer Melba Tolliver, the first African-
American to anchor a network news program.

Step Outdoors Festival 
This new summer festival introduced 1,500 children and adults 
to outdoors activities and local conservation and nature 
groups through two days of free programs and hands-on 
activities.  

Musikfest Backstage Tours
Through the support of PNC Bank, area youth enjoyed 
backstage tours of the Sands Steel Stage for the Darius 
Rucker and Snoop Dogg shows. The unique educational 
initiative gave them an inside look at career options in the 
music world as well as what it takes to put on a major concert.  

Penn State Musikfest Video Camp  
Eight high school students enjoyed exclusive backstage 
access at Musikfest as they learned to make their own videos 
at this new summer camp led by Penn State Lehigh Valley 
instructor and former CBS3 reporter Liz Keptner. 

Middle school students learn photography skills in the Faces of the SouthSide program

RYAN HULVAT
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Great Partners, Great Programs!

SteelStacks Partnership for Education & Outreach 
has helped fund 100 programs in south Bethlehem 
since 2008. 

From sharing the joy of reading with hundreds of 
Bethlehem-area elementary school students to providing 
free arts and cultural programming to nearly 10,000 
people annually at SteelStacks’ Sabor Latin Festival, a 
unique public-private partnership has quietly played a 
key role in helping transform Bethlehem’s SouthSide 
over the past eight years.  

Started in 2008, the SteelStacks Partnership for 
Education and Outreach is an education-based initiative 
uniting five corporate partners with the nonprofits 
ArtsQuest and PBS39. Over a 10-year period, the 
funding partners — Air Products, C.F. Martin & Co. 
Inc., Lehigh Gas Corp., PNC Bank and PPL Corp. — are 
investing $4.2 million in arts and education programs at 
SteelStacks that are designed to help spur economic 

Education and Outreach
development on Bethlehem’s SouthSide and enhance 
the quality of life of Bethlehem-area school students, 
as well as all residents of Bethlehem and surrounding 
communities. 

During the first eight years of the 10-year program, 
the partnership has committed $3.85 million to 
helping deliver more than 100 arts, education and 
cultural programs — all of them free — to residents 
of Bethlehem and beyond. In addition, it has played an 
important role in supporting economic development 
in the Lehigh Valley. Through the development of 
the SteelStacks campus and its programming, more 
than 300 direct and indirect construction jobs were 
generated, while 125-plus full-time, part-time and 
seasonal jobs have been created at the arts and cultural 
campus since its opening in 2011.  

The SteelStacks Partnership for Education and Outreach 
is made possible through the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s Neighborhood Partnership Program. 

Penn State Musikfest  Video Camp

KEITH HUYLEBROECK



Visual Arts
As someone who’s passionate 
about music and art, Orefield’s 
Jeremy Gipson was thrilled to learn 
about the new ArtPop High School 
Billboard Competition launched by 
Adams Outdoor Advertising and 
ArtsQuest in fall 2015.   For several 
weeks in October and November, 
the Parkland High School senior 
worked on an original drawing to 
enter in the competition, with the 
result a stunning graphite on paper 
work called “REACH.” 

“After I saw the proportions 
required for this contest, I knew I 
had to start something that would 
work with the 24’ x 6’ format,” 
says Gipson. “Knowing that it was 
a billboard contest, I wanted to 
make the final version contain more 
realism so that the driving viewer 
could easily interpret it.”

In December, Gipson was rewarded 
for his efforts as he was named the 
inaugural winner of the competition. 
A few weeks later, his work was 
installed on an Adams billboard in 
Allentown, visible to the thousands 
of motorists who passed by it daily. 

“I was so excited to win and I’m 
very humbled that people liked 
my art enough to make a massive 
print of it and put it on a billboard,” 
says Gipson, who, as a volunteer, 
also painted murals in the Lehigh 
Valley Children’s Cancer Center and 
the Good Shepherd Rehabilitation 
Hospital. “Opportunities like this 
just make me want to create more.”

While winning ArtPop was a huge 
honor for Gipson, the competition 
also played a key role in helping 
him get into the prestigious 
Maryland Institute College of Art. 
The 18-year-old applied to 10 art 
schools and was accepted at all of 
them, ultimately deciding on MICA 
because of its foundation program 
that allows new students to focus 
on multiple mediums.

Visual Arts Partners 
2015:

Allentown Art Museum 

Alternative Gallery

Baum School of Art

Bethlehem House Gallery 

Eagle Nest Gallery

Easton Hospital Gallery

FloreAnt Studio Project

Fox Optical 

Hillcrest Camera Club

Lehigh University 

Lehigh Valley Charter High School 

Lehigh Valley Photography Club

Moravian College 

Nazareth Center for the Arts 

Northampton Community College

Santa Bannon Fine Art Gallery

Silver Images

State Theatre Easton 

“My ArtPop experience was 
shared with each school and with 
each update, I feel, ArtPop made 
my attending their school more 
desirable,” Gipson says. 

The ArtPop High School Billboard 
Competition is just one of the 
many ways ArtsQuest’s visual 
arts programming touches the 
community. In 2015 the nonprofit 
also: 

• Offered more than 300 classes 
and workshops attended 
by 2,880 individuals.

• Partnered with Olympus America 
on the InVision Photo Festival, 
presenting dynamic photo workshops, 
lectures and presentations by 
photographers like Rick Smolan and 
Nick Kelsh. More than 2,000 people 
attended the 6th-annual festival.

• Launched the new Urban Street Art 
Festival, featuring 20 artists and arts 
organizations while exposing the 
community to diverse art forms such 
as 3-D illusion art, body painting, 
metal sculpting and tattoo art.

• Presented 23 dynamic exhibitions 
including “Mikayla’s Voice,” 
highlighting the work of Mikayla 
Resh, a young woman with severe, 
permanent brain damage who has 
learned to create large acrylic paintings 
using the wheels of her wheelchair. 

Jeremy Gipson’s ArtPop Artwork on an Adams Bilboard



Performing Arts
In 2015, the 32nd year of Musikfest, 
guests from across the nation and 
around the globe made their way to 
Bethlehem to enjoy 10 days of free 
music, art and family entertainment. 

A year of risk and reward for the 
nation’s largest free music festival, 
the 2015 event featured the first 
headlining comedian, first preview 
night, a new stage presented by 
Hotel Bethlehem and more. By 
the time fireworks closed out the 
festival on Sunday night, more than 
1.1 million people attended the 
event, making it one of the most 
successful in the festival’s history.

Founded in 1984, Musikfest was 
designed to elevate the spirit of the 
struggling industrial city and attract 
visitors to the area to help boost the 
local economy. In its first year, the 
festival featured 295 performances 
on six stages, attracting 180,000 
people to historic Bethlehem. Over 

Did You Know? 
As a community arts 
organization, ArtsQuest is 
committed to supporting 
and presenting hundreds of 
local artists, performers and 
businesses annually. 

• 30 percent of the performers 
at Musikfest 2015 were 
from the Lehigh Valley, 
while 70 percent came from 
the Mid-Atlantic Region.

• 60 percent of the 
food vendors at the 
festival are local

• The event now has an 
economic impact of $55 
million annually on the region

Other 2015 Performing 
Arts Highlights 
included:

• 20,000 people attending 
the free Oktoberfest 
presented by Yuengling 

• The Sands Steel Stage 
was ranked No. 68 in 
attendance in Pollstar’s 
Top 100 Amphitheaters, 
while the Musikfest Café 
came in at No. 114 in the 
Top 200 Clubs list. 

• 13 area high schools 
competed in the SteelStacks 
High School Jazz Band 
Showcase, with the winner 
- North Penn Navy Jazz Band 
- opening for Dirty Dozen 
Brass Band at RiverJazz.  

• More than 700 improv 
comedians and guests 
came together for the 
2nd-annual SteelStacks 
Improv Comedy Festival.2015  was the first year for the official Hotel Bethlehem Platz at Musikfest

TED COLEGROVE

the past three decades, the event 
has evolved into one of the largest 
and most diverse music festivals 
in the United States, with the 2015 
event featuring 550 shows by 348 
performers on 14 stages.

Musikfest 2015’s many firsts 
included a brand new preview 
night Aug. 6 headlined by Duran 
Duran and a headlining comedy 
show by icon Jerry Seinfeld Aug. 
10. The event also expanded its 
performing arts programming by 
adding visiting artists in residence 
such as Wireless Disco and Polyglot 
Theatre’s production of “Ants”, as 
well as new buskers to entertain 
the crowds. The combination 
of new programming and ’fest 
favorites turned out to be a big hit, 
with guests visiting the event from 
42 states and 12 countries, having 
a major impact on tourism and the 
economy. 



Accent School of Dance

Acoustic Road Show

Allegro Dance Company

America on Wheels Museum

Arts Academy Charter School

Belvidere High School

Bethlehem Public Library

Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania

Blue Ribbon Cloggers

Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 

Brandywine Heights Choir

Bucks County Folk Society

Camelot for Children

Cantabile Children’s Choir

Child Care Information Services of Lehigh County 

Community Music School

Corinne Mammana Music Studio 

Cutters Bike Shop

Da Vinci Science Center

Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor

Delaware Valley Orienteering Association

Dieruff High School Jazz Band

Ducks Unlimited

Dutch Springs

East Hills Middle School 6th Grade Chorus

East Hills Middle School Guitar Ensemble 

Easton High School Jazz Band

Emmaus High School Choral Department

Farmersville Elementary School Chorus

Freedom High School Les Chanteurs

Freedom High School Jazz Band

Girl Scouts of Eastern PA

Greater Lehigh Valley Music Association 

Godfrey Daniels

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

Hispanic American League of Artists (HALA)

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites

Holy Infancy Strings

Harrison Morton School Choir

Irish Stars Parker School of Irish Dance

Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center 

Jacobsburg Historical Society

Joe’s Jazz Cafe

Keystone DockDogs

Keystone Elk Country Alliance

Performing Arts Partners 2015
La Ola

Lehigh River Stocking Association

Lehigh Valley Academy Chorus

Lehigh Valley Audubon Society

Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts

Lehigh Valley Cloggers

Lehigh Valley Community Music School

Lehigh Valley Disc Golf Club 

Lehigh Valley Folk Music Society

Lehigh Valley Junior Bassmasters

Lehigh Valley Music Teachers Association

Lehigh Valley Zoo

Let’s Play Books

Lopatcong Middle School Chorus

Lower Macungie Middle School

Mercy Special Learning Center Tone Chime Choir

Miller-Keystone Blood Center

Monarch Dance Company

Moravian College and Lehigh University Clarinet 
Choir

Moravian Flute Troupe

National Wild Turkey Federation

Nazareth Middle School Choir

Nazareth High School Chamber Strings Group

Nockamixon Sail Club

Northampton Community College 

North Penn High School Jazz Band

O’Grady Quinlan Academy of Irish Dance

Palisades High School Choir (Madrigal Singers)

Pennridge High School

Penn State Extension Master Gardeners

Penn State Extension Master Watershed 
Stewards

Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission

Pennsylvania Game Commission

Philadelphia Songwriters Project

Philipsburg High School Jazz Band

Pinebrook Family Answers

Pocono Mountain East High School Jazz Band

Pohatcong School

Pride of the Lehigh Valley

Quakertown High School Jazz Band

Reading High School Jazz Band

Ruffed Grouse Society

Saucon Valley High School Choir

Saucon Valley High School Jazz Band

Saucon Valley Music

School of Rock

Sharon Plessl School of Dance

Sierra Club

Sing Dance and Play Music Together

South Mountain Middle School Choir

State Theatre Easton

Superstar Dance Company

The Lesson Center

Trout Unlimited

Twin River String Ensemble

United Bowhunters of Pennsylvania

Valley Preferred Cycling Center

ValLEy Suzuki Strings

Violin Studio of Rosalie Keddington

Warren Hills High School Jazz Band

West End Music and Lesson Studios

Wildlands Conservancy

William Allen High School Chorale

Young Musician’s Club

JONATHAN DAVIES



Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks
50 free performances every summer!

No matter how you look at it, that’s a pretty substantial 
goal, and one that can’t be achieved without the support 
of the entire community. 

Since opening in 2011, the Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks 
has presented more than 250 free concerts for the 
community, including award-winning and emerging 
artists like Marcia Ball, the Duke Ellington Legacy 
Band, Lake Street Dive, The Drifters, The Smithereens, 
Tab Benoit, Luke Wade of The Voice and more. And 
while 20 percent of the funds for this annual summer 
concert series come from the Mortimer and Mimi Levitt 
Foundation, the other 80 percent is raised locally thanks 
to the corporate partners, grants and ‘pass the bucket’ 
donation collections at every Levitt show. 

With each passing year, the community has become 
more and more invested in this unique outdoor venue 
at the base of the former Bethlehem Steel blast 
furnaces. From an initial attendance of 25,000 in the 
Levitt Pavilion’s first year, visitation has grown by nearly 
250 percent, culminating with a record 85,000 people 
attending in 2015. 

In addition to the Levitt’s overarching mission of providing 
the community with access to a broad spectrum of 
musical and cultural experiences, the Friends of the 
Levitt Pavilion Board of Directors has committed itself to 
offering unique educational opportunities for the under-
served populations in our community.  To this end, the 
board has added several unique family and community 
programming elements over the past few years. Among 
these are: 

2012–2015
Partnering with the Sabor Latin Festival to present Friday 
and Saturday headlining shows on the Levitt stage. 

2014
Adding the Levitt Family Movie Series, with 10 free 
movies shown on the Levitt screen during the summer.

2015 
Establishing an Education and Outreach Program 
supporting neighborhood schools. The acclaimed Black 
Violin offered a workshop to the Broughal Middle School 
Band, with students performing on stage with the duo 
before their show.

Thanks to the Lehigh Valley’s support, the Levitt Pavilion 
continues to grow. And, with the continued investment 
of everyone, there’s no telling how far this unique 
community resource will take us.  

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Attendance at the 
Levitt Pavillion 

has grown steadily 
since 2011



• Anonymous Donors
• Danielle & Steven Ackerman
• Keith B. Adams
• Aesthetic Surgery Associates
• All-Star Distributing, LLC
• Claire Aylward
• Lee & Carol Barthold
• Beck Packaging Corporation
• David & Vicky BehnGail 
• A. Benkovic
• Joe & Dorothy Benninger
• Jim Berger
• Kathleen Berry
• James & Mary Beth Bohri
• Albert & Ann Bove
• James W. Bowers
• Frank & Beth Ann Boyer
• Boyle Construction Inc.
• Ronald & Carol Bray
• Brian & Sharon Breter
• Jane & James Briggs
• Charles & Barbara Brinker
• Richard & Jane Brooks
• Andrew & Patricia Brusko
• Leon K. Buffington
• Patricia Burnett
• Tim & Lori Canfield
• George & Beth Carey
• Christopher E. Carter
• Brian & Ann Case
• Chevrolet 21, Inc.
• Christmas City Veterinary 

Hospital
• Cohen, Feeley, Altemose & 

Rambo Beverly Conklin
• Connoisseur Media, LLC
• Gregory D. Cook
• Llewellyn & Carol CopeLinda 
• J. Cornman
• James & Jan Creedon
• Ronald & Terri Davis
• John DeChellis
• James & Bonnie Deisher
• Vanessa Delatorre
• Stephen Demello
• James & Kathleen Dempsey
• Donald & Dianne Detwiler
• Gene & Betty Diamond
• Dennis & Phyllis Douvanis
• David & Linda Dyson
• George E. Edwards
• Embassy Bank
• John & Melody Faisetty
• Jennifer N. Farber
• Brian & Patricia Farrell
• Bruce & Audrey Faust
• George & Jody Ferrio
• Fine Art Resources
• Kirsten W. Finn
• Billy & Jane Fisk
• Tim & Alice Flavelle

Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks

• Steven Flick
• Scott M. Frederick
• Glenn & Jane Fretz
• Bonni & James Frisch
• Fuse 5
• Mario & Doris Galante
• Philip E. Gauffreau
• Yvonne A. Gerlach
• Gracinda S. Glick
• Sharon Gordon
• Donna Goss
• Jeff & Charlotte Gross
• Rudolph Gross
• Richard & Mary Anne Gufrovich
• Denise Harakal
• Christopher & Cindy Hastings
• Marna Hayden
• Peter & Emilie Heesen
• Highmark Blue Shield
• John A. Hilderbrand
• Beverly A. Hilliard
• Sylvia E. Hinton
• Barbara Hoderman
• Carl & Margaret Hohmann
• Jeffrey & Judith Hunsicker
• David & Rocio Jauregui
• Joshua Tree
• Eric & Karin Kahler
• Naomi Kaselow
• Richard & Maria Keenan
• Carol Koenig
• Anita L. Kotoris
• Lynn Kovecses
• Larry L. Kriebel
• C. Eileen Kutzler
• Luanna Labriola
• Carol A. Landis
• Kenneth & Diane Landis
• Nicole Landis
• Stephen & Diane Lariar
• Kenneth Leggett
• Lehigh Valley Blues Network
• lehighvalleylive.com
• Howard & Alice Lieberman
• Jay & Evelyn Lipschutz
• John & Lany Mattavi
• Blair & James McFadden
• Michael McIntyre
• Terrell C. McMann
• Alan & Dora Meixell
• Debra L. Mellish
• Thomas & Rita Michael
• Nancy Miklus
• Jerry & Pamela Miles
• Dan Miller
• Carol M. Morgan
• Mortimer & Mimi
• Levitt Foundation
• Connie S. Moyer & Craig 

Wilhelm
• William & Amy Negron

• Gayle Nemeth
• Karen Newell
• Kent Newhart
• Scott Newhart
• Robert & Maryanne Nichol
• Ryan O’Donnell
• Maureen O’Meara & Robert 

Heisler
• Mark A. Ostapenko
• People First Federal Credit 

Union
• Edward & Linda Perenyi
• Pharo Family Fund of the Lehigh 

Valley Community Foundation
• QNB Bank
• Harold & Susan Quinque
• Katherine M. Reinhard
• Christina M. Remaly
• Betsy Repash & Rick Leidigh
• Stephen & Cindy Robertson
• Sally A. Roessler
• Alan & Kathy Rosenfeld
• Antonio Santiago
• Victor F. Schmidt
• Gale Schmidt Ellenberger
• Barry & Donna Serfass
• Service Electric Cable TV & 

Communications
• Jenna Sherman
• Nancy Simmers
• Ken & Joy SmithLonnie & Karen 

Snowden
• William Soldridge
• South Italy Imports

• Spark Orthodontics
• Gregory Stackhouse
• Jeff Steinberg
• Arthur & Terri Stewart
• Eileen Stewart
• Deborah Stubbe
• The Stubbmann Family
• Dale & Barbara Sukenik
• Robert & Sandra Superka
• Pamela A. Szivos
• Donna Taggart
• Tom & Riko Thompson
• Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
• Linda Thudium
• Anthony & Marianna Tlush
• Michael & Michele Trageser
• Ray F. Travaglio
• Joni P. Trump
• Robert M. Turner
• Michael & Nancy Matsick
• Gabriel & Barbara Ward
• Jerry & Gwen Warmkessel
• Michael & Suzanne Watts
• Stevie G. Weart
• Shelly D. Weaver
• Dale & Linda L. Weiss
• West Side Hammer Electric
• Mark & Bernice Wetzel
• Stefanie B. Wexler
• Lyle & Vicky Woodard
• Rick Miller & Kathy Yandle
• Charles & Cynthia Yeoman
• Theresa Zorn

Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks Donors and Sponsors 



Cultural Events
For nearly a quarter-century, Christkindlmarkt has drawn 
visitors from near and far to Bethlehem, making it one 
of the anchors of the city’s popular Christmas tourism 
season. A holiday experience unlike any other, the 
marketplace offers guests the opportunity to stroll aisles 
upon aisles of handmade works by the nation’s finest 
artisans, while enjoying live holiday music, delicious food 
and more. 

Twice recognized as one of the best holiday markets by 
Travel + Leisure, Christkindlmarkt continued to garner 
national attention in 2015 as it was named one of the 
best holiday markets in the world by USA Today Travel 
and made the 10 Best List for holiday events in the 
country. The event has always focused on providing 
opportunities for the region’s artists to support their 
livelihood, and in 2015 the marketplace featured 135 
different vendors, with some coming from as far away as 
Florida, Maine and New Hampshire. Most importantly, a 
record number of visitors - 64,612 - attended the market 
during its five-week run, with many of them staying in 
town to experience all the Christmas City has to offer.

Christkindlmarkt’s strong run in 2015 was a boon for 
music and arts programming in the region, since the 
event is one of the primary revenue sources supporting 
ArtsQuest’s free festivals and educational programs for 
the community. As a result of Christkindlmarkt’s steady 
growth over the past few years, ArtsQuest has identified 
the holiday market as a programming element that offers 
excellent opportunities for expansion in the years to 
come, providing even more opportunities to draw visitors 
to the Christmas City during the Christmas season. 

SteelStacks - The Community’s 
Campus 

As it was being developed, SteelStacks was envisioned 
as a location that would bring the community together for 
a variety of events and celebrations throughout the year. 
At no time was this more evident than in 2015, when the 
campus hosted more than 200 total events, ranging from 
half-marathons and 5Ks to culinary fundraisers benefitting 
area nonprofits.  A few of the many highlights included:

Woman’s World Cup Viewing Party 
More than 25,000 attendees came out to watch the U.S. 
Women’s National Soccer Team compete in the world’s 
biggest soccer tournament, with 8,500 people packing PNC 
Plaza to see the U.S. take on Japan in the finals.

Sabor Latin Festival 
Highlighted by sensational performances by Pablo 
Batista and Michael Stuart, the Sabor Latin Festival was 
a resounding success in its 5th year. Since its debut, the 
annual attendance for this festival has continued to climb, 
with a record 11,500 people attending in 2015.  

Papal Mass Viewing
In September, the Diocese of Allentown partnered with 
ArtsQuest to present a Papal Mass Viewing for those who 
were unable to visit Philadelphia to see Pope John Francis. 
In addition to showing the mass on a large outdoor screen, 
the afternoon included a variety of food, family activities 
and fellowship, providing imaginative, new ways to use the 
campus and its spaces.

Monster Energy BMX Team
Tailwhips, backflips and other high-flying feats were 
the order of the day as the Monster Energy BMX Team 
performed July 11. Made possible thanks to Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company of the Lehigh Valley and Monster 
Energy drinks, the event attracted hundreds of teens 
and millennials to SteelStacks, introducing a whole, new 
audience to the campus and its programming.

Girl Scout Cookie Crunch
In February, ArtsQuest, Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and 15 area restaurants came together for the first Cookie 
Crunch, featuring sweet and savory offerings made with 
Girl Scout Cookies. Proceeds benefitted both ArtsQuest 
and Girl Scouts.

CRAIG ROBERTS



In 2015, ArtsQuest said goodbye to two longtime family 
members when Charles “Bud” Berge, Christkindlmarkt’s 
iconic St. Nicholas, and the legendary Jolly Joe Timer 
passed away within a few days of each other. 

As the jolly, old man who welcomed guests to 
Christkindlmarkt, Bud touched the lives of thousands of 
people, both young and old. His friendly wave and warm 
smile made every child feel welcome, and he had the 
uncanny ability to remember almost every boy and girl 
who visited him, often to the surprise and delight of their 
parents. 

Over the years, few artists were as closely tied to 
Musikfest as Joe Timmer. From his first notes at the 
initial festival in 1984 to his orchestra’s performances at 
Musikfest in recent years, Joe and his band delighted 
countless guests with the joyous sounds of the polkas. 
For many, they were one of the iconic sights and 
sounds of the festival. 

While they are no longer with us, these two gentlemen 
will forever be in our hearts and our memories. We’ll 
carry their kindness, compassion and their love for the 
community with us always. 

Rest in Peace

In Memoriam

Charles “Bud” Berge “Jolly” Joe Timmer

CRAIG ROBERTS TED COLEGROVE



CRAIG ROBERTS BOB YURKO

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

ArtsQuest Volunteers-
Making an Impact

To the 2,039 volunteers who donated a staggering 41,462 hours of their time 
in 2015, ArtsQuest thanks you!

ArtsQuest volunteers have helped provide our community with exceptional artistic, cultural and educational 
experiences since the very beginning. Starting with the first Musikfest in 1984, 18,000 individual volunteers have 
given their time and talent to the organization - it is thanks to the hard work and dedication of both our volunteers and 
volunteer leadership that we are able to reach more than 1.8 million people each year throughout the Lehigh Valley and 
beyond.

These individuals come from not only Lehigh and Northampton counties, but also more than 10 states including 
California, Florida, Maine, Maryland, New Jersey, New York and North Carolina, all to promote the mission and values 
of our nonprofit organization. From taking tickets at Musikfest and greeting movie-goers at the ArtsQuest Center 
cinemas, to helping children make crafts and explore the arts at the Banana Factory, each and every one of these roles 
is integral to the success of ArtsQuest. 

KEITH HUYLEBROECK
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• 6abc
• A-1 Limousine
• AAA East Central
• AARP Pennsylvania
• ABE Fence
• Adams Outdoor Advertising of the Lehigh 

Valley
• Aesculap
• Aetna
• Afilias
• Air Products
• Albarell Electric, Inc.
• All-Star Distributing, LLC
• Alvin H. Butz, Inc.
• Appalachian Mountain Club
• Aqua-Duck
• Aramark Corporation
• Art & Frame Shop
• “Aw Shucks” Roasted Corn
• B. Braun Medical Inc.
• Bank of America
• Banko Beverage Company
• Barefoot Wine
• Barre3
• Basement Waterproofing Specialists
• Bath Fitter
• Bear Creek Mountain Resort & Conference 

Center
• Beck Packaging Corporation
• Becky’s Drive-In Theatre
• Best Western Lehigh Valley
• Bethlehem Area School District
• Bethlehem Palette Club
• Bethlehem Sausage Werke
• BethWorks Now LLC
• BFG Communications/Dr. Oetker, USA LLC
• BioSpectra Inc.
• Bollinger Insurance Agency
• Borgenicht Foundation
• Boyle Construction Inc.
• Brown-Forman Beverages
• Bushkill Group, Inc.
• C. F. Martin & Co.
• Cabela’s
• Cabot Creamery
• Capital BlueCross
• Cathedral Church of the Nativity
• Central Moravian Church
• Chevrolet 21, Inc.
• Chick-fil-A
• Christmas City Printing
• Chrysler Group
• Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund, Inc.
• Cigars International, Inc.
• City of Bethlehem
• Clementine Salon
• Coca-Cola Bottling Co of the Lehigh Valley
• Concannon Miller & Co., P. C.
• Connoisseur Media, LLC
• Contractor’s Equipment, Inc.
• Convergent
• Coordinated Health
• Corked Wine Bar and Steakhouse
• Cornerstone Financial Consultants, LTD

• Corporate Environments
• County of Lehigh
• County of Northampton
• Courtyard by Marriott - Bethlehem
• Crayola
• Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America
• D & D’s Crazy Paintball LLC
• D. G. Yuengling & Sons
• Darlington Exterior Services
• Dealer Direct Services, Inc.
• Dear Garden Associates, Inc.
• Deiter Brothers Heating Cooling Energy
• Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries
• Digital First Media
• Direct Energy Business
• Discover Lehigh Valley
• Donegal Square/Red Stag Pub
• Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom
• Downtown Bethlehem Association
• Eastern PA Weather Authority, LLC
• Easton Main Street Initiative
• Easton Public Market
• Edwards Business Systems, Inc.
• Embassy Bank
• Fegley Enterprises, Inc
• Fig Industries
• Five Star Home Foods
• Follett Corporation
• Foundation Fighting Blindness
• Frederick’s Meats
• Freshpet
• Fritch, Inc.
• Fuse 5/Think Energy
• Garden State Fireworks
• Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania
• Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network
• Green Mountain Energy Company
• Greenleaf Productions Inc.
• Gross McGinley, LLP
• Guardian Life Insurance Company of America

• Hand Cut Crystal
• Heaven on a Bun, Inc
• Hertz Equipment Rental Corporation
• Highmark Blue Shield
• HMS Worldwide
• Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
• Home Heat
• Hooked on Driving- Northeast Region
• Horizon Services
• Hotel Bethlehem
• Hyatt Place Bethlehem
• ICON
• IESI PA Bethlehem Corporation
• IHeartMedia
• IndependenceIT
• Inkredible Events, LLC
• Integrity Mechanical Inc.
• Ironton Telephone Co
• Island Expressions
• J.D. Byrider
• Jenny’s Kuali
• JetPay Payroll Services
• Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley
• John J. Zeiner & Sons
• Joshi Hotel Group
• Joshua Tree
• Just Born, Inc.
• K/S Renewal Systems LLC d/b/a Kitchen 

Saver
• Keystone Savings Foundation
• KIND Snacks
• King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
• Kitchen Magic
• Kohl’s
• Kwik Goal
• La Ola Radio
• Lafayette Ambassador Bank
• Leaf Filter PA North
• Lehigh Pizza
• Lehigh University

Corporate Partners



• Lehigh Valley Carpenters Union Local #600
• Lehigh Valley Easy Pages
• Lehigh Valley Grand Prix, LLC
• Lehigh Valley Health Network
• Lehigh Valley International Airport
• Lehigh Valley Mall
• Lehigh Valley Phantoms
• Lehigh Valley Professionals
• Lehigh Valley Restaurant Group/Red Robin
• Lehigh Valley United FC Soccer Club
• Lehigh Valley Zoo
• lehighvalleylive.com
• Liberty Propane
• Liberty Property Trust
• Lutron Electronics Company, Inc.
• Mama Nina Foccacheria
• Marketing Werks/United States Air National 

Guard
• May Family Foundation
• Merry Maids
• MetLife Premier Client Group
• MetroPCS
• MH Marketing Solutions Group Inc.
• Michael Thomas Floral Design
• Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing
• MINI of Allentown
• MMG Concessions
• Molinari’s
• Molly’s Irish Grille and Sports Pub
• Morgan Stanley
• Morris Black and Sons, Inc.
• Mr. Bill’s Poultry Market
• Muscular Dystrophy Association
• National Endowment for the Arts
• National Penn Bank
• National Penn Insurance
• NFUSE 360/Big Bite Tour
• Norris McLaughlin & Marcus, P.A.
• Northampton Community College
• Northampton County Federation of 

Sportsmens Clubs
• Octagon, LLC/Playstation
• Olympus America, Inc.
• Passanante’s Home Food Services
• PBS39 
• Penn State Lehigh Valley
• Pennsylvania Council of the Arts
• Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency
• Pennsylvania Lottery
• Penske Truck Leasing
• PenTeleData
• People First Federal Credit Union
• Philadelphia Police Department 39th District
• Phoebe Ministries, Inc.
• Pleasant Valley Promotions
• PNC Bank
• Pocono Cup Soccer LLC
• PPL
• Provident Bank
• QNB Bank
• Raven One To One Marketing
• Redevelopment Authority of the City of 

Bethlehem
• RedPeg Marketing/Texas on Tour and Geico

• Rileighs Outdoor Decor
• Rock Guard Film
• Rodale
• Rothrock Motor Sales Inc.
• S.P.M.G Auto Group
• Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem
• Sands Event Center
• Sayre Mansion Inn
• Scott Cesari’s Fly Tying
• SECTV
• Service Electric Cable TV & Communications
• ServiceMaster by Round the Clock Cleaning
• Shookie’s Interactive Entertainment
• Sign Design Associates, Inc.
• South Italy Imports
• Spark Orthodontics
• Spillman Farmer Architects
• Springhouse Studio
• Springleaf Financial Services
• St. Luke’s University Health Network
• Straight Arrow Products, Inc.
• Talen Energy Corporation
• TD Bank
• TechniCom Audio & Visual, Inc.
• The Brick Pizzeria Restaurant & Bar
• The Broadway Social
• The Center for Animal Health & Welfare
• The Express-Times
• The Knitter’s Edge
• The Lesson Center, LLC
• The Morning Call
• The R. K. Laros Foundation, Inc.
• The Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort

Corporate Partners
• The Steel Pub
• The Stone House Group
• Tito’s Handmade Vodka
• T-Mobile USA, Inc.
• Trans-Bridge Lines Inc.
• Tri Outdoor, Inc.
• U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion, Harrisburg
• Uber
• UGI Utilities Inc.
• United Airlines
• United States Cold Storage
• Urban Varieties
• US Foods
• VanNuys Foundation
• Viamedia
• Victaulic Co.
• Waitz Corporation
• Wale Apparatus Company
• Ward’s Oriental Rug Service & Gallery
• Waste Management
• WDIY 88.1
• Wegmans Food Markets
• Wells Fargo
• Werkheiser Electric
• WFMZ-TV/Channel 69 News
• WGPA Radio Sunny 1100
• Whitewater Challengers Inc.
• Wild Bird Center of the Lehigh Valley
• William Elek Ltd
• WNTI 91.9 FM
• Wyndham Vacation Resorts
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• Michelle Hilken
• Patricia & Kalman Holetz
• Sonya Holubowski
• William & Annette Huber
• Kenneth Hudlow
• Michele Hunsicker
• Judith & Jeffrey Hunsicker
• David & Barbara Hunsicker
• Mark & Kathleen Jobes
• Stephen J. Jones, Esq.
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• Scott & Marjorie Kiefer
• David & Betty Klein
• Mariann Klinger
• Joyce Koh
• Charles & RitaAnne Koller
• Kenneth Kovein, II
• Randy & Sharon Krail
• Bill & Carol Kreitz
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• Mary Jane Lahr
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• Tamra Lee
• Douglas P. Leh
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• William & Denise Spence
• Robin and Marty Staff
• John D. Stanley
• Michael & Kristi Stinson
• Robert & Linda Stinson
• Peter & Cynthia Stinson
• The Stubbmann Family
• Amy Suchomel
• Rob & Jenny Sweatman
• Julianne & Gary Sypert
• Constance Timar
• Samuel & Elizabeth Torrence
• Tracy L. Torres
• Elaine J. Trigiano
• Russ N. Truscott
• John & Janet Turansky
• Robert M. Turner
• Scott Uberroth
• Mary S. Vanderveen
• Ricardo Viera & Martha  

Marchena
• William J. Watson
• Michael & Suzanne Watts

• Dianne E. Markowitz
• Brenda S. Martin
• Jan Muzyczka & Robert Mayer
• John Mays & Susan Singer
• Margaret McConnell
• Kimberly McFadden &  

Michael Kraynak
• Brenda & John McGlade
• James & Donna Mchugh
• Elizabeth McMahon
• Alan & Dora Meixell
• Louis & Winifred Melinsky
• Debra L. Mellish
• Martin Mengel
• Margaret Mijocevic
• Gary & Mary Ann Millenbruch
• LuAnn Miller
• Elaine Miller-Romero
• Jeffrey & Noreen Mohler
• Paulette Moran
• Thomas & Elizabeth Moran
• Claudia D. Morganello
• Gary Moritz
• Thomas & Kathleen Mulcahy
• Jim & Peggy Nallo
• John Navarette
• Caroll & Ellen Neubauer
• James Newcomb
• Aidan C. Niggel
• Susan O’Donnell
• Professor John O’Neill
• Ross & Sandra Orr
• Bob & Cindy Oster
• David Owens
• James & Maryann Paluch
• Jeff & Susan Parks
• Laura Partridge
• Sarah Pasculli
• Don & Diana Patt
• Abraham Pennebacker
• Janine Perdomo
• James & Shirley Pokrivsak
• Mrs. Elsie S Pribula
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• Constance Rampulla-White
• Morten T. Rasmussen
• Denise Rautzhan
• David H. & Norita L. Rehrig
• Daniel Reisteter

Individual Donors
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• Donna Santore
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• DonnaLee S. Yeatts
• Ray & Heather Yee
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ArtsQuest reports its results using Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP), which require the organization to record 
income based on the year funds are raised, not in the year designated for use, among other requirements.

Operating Revenues & Expenses

2015 OPERATING EXPENSES
$21.8 MILLION

Programs
80%

Depreciation and 
Amortization

8%

General 
Administration

7%

Interest Expense
3%

Fundraising
2%


